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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 

Continuation of Box I.l 

Although claims 53,55,57-67,69,70,72-84,86,87,89-100 are directed to a 
method of treatment of the human/animal body, the search has been 
carried out and based on the alleged effects of the compound/composition. 

Continuation of Box I.l 

Claims Nos.: 1.5, 7,9, 13, 15, 17, 21, 23, 25. 29, 31. 33. 37, 39. 51-83(all part) 

Rule 39. 1(1 v) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
therapy 
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Claims Nos.: 1,5, 7, 9. 13. 15, 17, 21, 23, 25. 29, 31. 33.37, 39. 51-83(all part) 



It is noted that the application refers to "metabolites", "metabolic 
precursors" and to "prodrugs". These are functional definitions which 
attempt to define a chemical compound in terms of a result to be 
achieved without a specific technical guidance for the selection of the 
suitable derivatives in the description and without proven general 
knowledge to show which derivatives are suitable metabolites, precursors 
thereof or prodrugs. These terms could be seen as a mere invitation to 
the skilled person to perform a research program in order to find the 
suitable variants. Page 108 only gives a non-limitative list of three 
possible chemical modifications of a parent drug to yield a prodrug. In 
such a situation, when the invention cannot be carried out over the 
whole claimed area without imposing an undue burden upon the skilled 
person, the disclosure may be considered insufficient, even when simple 
in vivo or in vitro tests are available to determine whether or not a 
particular compound is covered by the claims. Consequently, the search 
has been restricted by omitting the terms "metabolites", "metabolic 
precursors" and "prodrugs" in the claims. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions In respect of which no International search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI 8 5) 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be ' 
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